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     Hood River’s Rick Kobayashi is in per-
petual motion the weekend of his club’s
Icicle Shoot. From greeting to cashiering,
to lighting the charcoal and shooting, he is
like the energizer bunny, he never stops.
     Famous for his game shooting prowess,
the “little gambler” was a top Junior trap-
shooter in his youth and later developed a
passion for live birds, helice, or you name
the game. The more challenging the better
and a little side wager just makes it all the
more interesting.
     He is also famous for his infectous per-
sonality. Rick is just plain fun to be around.
The Icicle Shoot, now in it’s 17th year is
party central, with great food and better story
telling. It would be impossible to go and not
have a good time.

The Center of the
Shooting Universe

     Since I first began shoot-
ing trap, I’ve heard this
mantra chanted by various
people over the years.
“You’ve got to give some-
thing back to the shooters.”
You may have heard it, too.
It means that gun clubs or
the people who put on
shooting events need to
really dig deep and provide
an exceptional incentive for
shooters to show up, with the

idea being that the shooter is the center of the shooting universe.
After all, they are the people shelling out their money, and they need
to be taken care of handsomely, at least the small percentage of them
that actually win.
     I may have bought into that concept early in my career, but as
I’ve gotten older I’ve realized that the shooter is not the center of the
shooting universe. The true center of that universe is the gun club.
     Gun clubs are where shooters gather and practice their hobby,
where they tell stories and socialize. Where they blow off a little
steam and try to get better at something they enjoy. Gun clubs are
where shooters get away from the grind of the job or household
chores, where they volunteer their time for the betterment of the
club and the people who visit, where they try to make something
better that they hope will last long after they are gone. Gun clubs are
the places where competitions are staged so shooters can become
champions and shooting associations can exist to record their feats.
     Without a gun club, the shooter becomes a guy watching sports
on TV who happens to have a shotgun in the closet, a fisherman
because there’s no place to shoot, or a bird hunter confined to a
season, shooting a few weeks a year. It’s a little hard to envision a
group of Perazzi and Krieghoff owners up on a landing blasting
away at a box of hand-thrown targets. Gun clubs turn a shotgun
owner into a recreational shooter and a competitor.
     All it takes for a gun club to flourish is a large group of people
doing an endless amount of planning and work, yet the vast majority
of any club’s members are not engaged in their club in any meaning-
ful way. Maybe it’s time for all shooters to acknowledge the true
center of the shooting universe. Maybe its time to ask how you could
lend a hand at your gun club. “You ought to give something back to
your gun club.”
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